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Oleander Initiative
Letters of Support

Kazumi Matsui has been serving as Mayor of Hiroshima since April 2011
and was re-elected to the post in April 2015. He also serves as the
president of the multinational non-governmental organization Mayors for
Peace, comprised of mayors from over 6,600 municipalities in 160
countries/regions around the world, with a goal of accomplishing
everlasting world peace and nuclear weapons abolition. Mr. Matsui’s
father is an atomic bomb survivor.

Henry Rosovsky is the former Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
at Harvard University. In 1984 the French government made him a
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor and in 1988 he was awarded the
Order of the Sacred Treasure (Star) by the Government of Japan.

Farouk El-Baz is the Research Professor and Director of the Center for
Remote Sensing at Boston University. Previously he worked with NASA to
assist in the planning of scientific exploration of the Moon, including the
selection of landing sites for the Apollo missions and the training of
astronauts in lunar observations and photography.

Herbert C. Kelman, is the Richard Clarke Cabot Professor of Social
Ethics, Emeritus, at Harvard University. From 1993 to 2003, he was
Director of the Program on International Conflict Analysis and
Resolution at Harvard's Weatherhead Center for International Affairs.
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“The goals of this project are
exactly the same as the desires of
the citizens of Hiroshima. I hope that
this idea will be cultivated, take
root and blossom throughout the
world.” - Kazumi Matsui, Mayor of
Hiroshima, Japan

For more information, visit www.ume.org and
contact University of the Middle East Executive
Director Ray Matsumiya at RayMat@ume.org

“Having spent more than a decade
living, studying and researching in
Japan, this project combines two of
my own personal interests—Peace in
the Middle East and the history of
modern Japan. With that as a
background I can say with
confidence that this is a most
promising initiative.” - Henry
Rosovsky, Dean Emeritus, Faculty of
Arts & Sciences, Harvard University

Mayors for Peace
Secretariat
C/O Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, 1-5 Nakajima-cho Naka-ku Hiroshima 730-0811
Japan Phone: 81-82-242-7821 Fax: 81-82-242-7452 E-mail: mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp
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February 2, 2016
To Whom it May Concern:
Mr. Ray Matsumiya, Executive Director of the University of the Middle East Project, is planning to hold
the “Middle East Oleander Initiative” in Hiroshima. In order to support this project, I would like to
convey the following message.
On August 6th, 1945, a single atomic bomb turned Hiroshima into a ruined city. Tens of thousands of
people were burned by the flame, and a total of 140,000 people died before the end of the year. Some
escaped immediate death from the bomb but nevertheless died within a few months from their
wounds. The lives of numerous other people who narrowly escaped with their lives were also severely
affected. In the aftermath of the bombing, these victims suffered physical and psychological damage from
the bomb’s radiation, as well as faced discrimination from other people. Nuclear weapons are inhumane
and their use should be recognized as an absolute evil.
M ayors for Peace consists of mayors from over 6,900 cities in 161 countries. They share the same
motivation of making sure the suffering of the atomic bomb victims never occurs again. These mayors call
for the total abolishment of nuclear arsenals and the absolute evil that they represent, as well as the
creation of an eternally peaceful world through cooperative activities. Therefore, I, as the president of this
movement, pay my deepest respect to Mr. Ray Matsumiya, his associates, and their project that will
invite high school teachers from the Middle East to Hiroshima, in order to help them intimately
understand the threat of the nuclear weapons. I think that this project is of utmost importance because it
can spread awareness throughout the world, and provide momentum for the abolishment of nuclear
weapons. I fully support the Oleander Initiative.
It was said that it may take 75 years before any vegetation could grow out of the burnt soil of Hiroshima.
However, shortly after the bombing, oleander flowers blossomed and greatly encouraged the surviving
citizens of Hiroshima. The “Oleander Initiative” bears the name of this flower.
I sincerely wish that this project will be fruitful. I hope that this project blossoms and the participants
bring back what they learned in Hiroshima to their homelands. By spreading what they learned to the
young people who will decide the future course of their countries, I believe that we can take steps towards
the realization of a more peaceful world without the threat of nuclear weapons.
The goals of this project are exactly the same as the desires of the citizens of Hiroshima. I hope that this
idea will be cultivated, take root and blossom throughout the world.
Kazumi Matsui

Translation by UME.org

President, Mayors for Peace
Mayor, Hiroshima City

